Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 296 K; mean (C-C) = 0.004 Å; R factor = 0.034; wR factor = 0.096; data-to-parameter ratio = 13.4.
In the title compound, [Mn(C 7 H 7 N 2 O 4 ) 2 (H 2 O) 2 ]Á2C 3 H 7 NO, the central Mn II ion, located on an inversion center, is hexacoordinated by four O atoms from two water molecules and two carboxylate groups, and two N atoms from two 4-carboxy-2-ethyl-1H-imidazole-5-carboxylate anions in a slightly distorted octahedral environment. The complex molecules and solvent molecules are connected via N-HÁ Á ÁO and O-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds into a two-dimensional polymeric structure parallel to (001).
Related literature
For coordination polymers built from 2-ethyl-4,5-imidazoledicarboxylic acid, see: Li et al. (2011); Wang et al. (2008) ; Zhang et al. (2010) . For the structure of the analogous Mn II complex with a 5-carboxy-2-ethyl-1H-imidazole-4-carboxylate ligand, see: Yan et al. (2010) .
Experimental
Crystal data [Mn(C 7 
Data collection
Bruker APEXII area-detector diffractometer Absorption correction: multi-scan (SADABS; Sheldrick, 1996) T min = 0. Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). Symmetry codes: (i) Àx þ 1; Ày þ 1; Àz; (ii) x; y À 1; z.
Data collection: APEX2 (Bruker, 2007 ); cell refinement: SAINT (Bruker, 2007) ; data reduction: SAINT; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008 ); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; molecular graphics: SHELXTL (Sheldrick, 2008) ; software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXL97.
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Comment
Self-assembly of supramolecular architectures based on imidazole carboxylate ligands has drawn much attention during recent decades. To the best of our knowledge, coordination polymers based on 2-ethyl-4,5-imidazoledicarboxylate ligand has been reperted only in recent years (Wang et al., 2008; Zhang et al., 2010; Li et al., 2011 A two-dimensional suramolecular structure is consolidated by intermolecular hydrogen-bonding interactions (N-H···O and O-H···O).
The structure of the title compound is very similar to that formed by 2-propyl-4,5-imidazoledicarboxylate ligand with Mn(II) (Yan et al., 2010) .
Experimental
A mixture of MnCl 2 (0.5 mmol, 0.06 g) and 2-ethyl-1H-imidazole-4,5-dicarboxylic acid (0.5 mmol, 0.95 g) in 15 ml of DMF solution was placed in a 23 ml Teflon-lined reactor, which was heated to 443 K for 4 days, and then cooled to room temperature at a rate of 5 K h -1
. Crystals of the title compound were obtained by slow evaporation of the solvent at room temperature.
Refinement
Carboxyl H atoms were located in a difference map but were refined as riding on the parent O atoms with O-H = 0.82 Å and U iso (H) = 1.5 U eq (O). Carbon and nitrogen bound H atoms were placed at calculated positions and were treated as riding on the parent C or N atoms with C-H = 0.96 (methyl), 0.97 (methylene) and N-H = 0.86 Å, U iso (H) = 1.2 or 1.5 Hall symbol: -P 1 Mo Kα radiation, λ = 0.71073 Å a = 7.3246 (2) Å Cell parameters from 5837 reflections b = 9.0070 (2) Å θ = 2.8-27.9°c (9) 0.0017 (7) 0.0006 (7) −0.0197 (7) O2 0.0565 (9) 0.0226 (7) 0.0465 (9) −0.0090 (7) 0.0017 (7) −0.0127 (7 
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